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When ZANAT officially launches at IMM Cologne on January 19
th

, 2015, the high-end design world will 

not only get its first glimpse of a beautiful and inimitable line of modernist wood furniture designed by 

the leading Scandinavian designers/architects that integrates a hand-carving technique perfected in 

the furniture business of the Niksic family since 1927, but also its first look at a business-conduct 

concept, which Zanat calls “Universal Sustainability”—a plan for combining “green” manufacturing 

with the promise of socio-economic development in Bosnia and the Balkans, a region of the world that 

is only two decades removed from a brutal war. There will be zero wood-waste, a carbon footprint 

approaching nil, and well-paid jobs with continuous professional development of course, but Zanat’s 

ambitions go much higher than that. They want to build a global marketing platform for like-minded 

Balkan craftsman-entrepreneurs to share in their success, so that the sustainability they promote for 

their own company doesn’t stay isolated to Zanat itself. By doing this they plan to address some of the 

most pressing economic problems that markets and governments in Bosnia and other developing 

countries have failed to solve. They believe that it is possible to run a successful company while at the 

same time providing a range of public goods--such as preserving cultural heritage, supporting green 

growth and job creation--and have built their entire company around that idea.  

Zanat will follow its official launch at IMM Cologne January 19-25 with an impressive exhibition at 

magnificent premises of the world’s oldest auction house (Stockholms Auktionsverk) during the 

Stockholm Furniture Fair from February 3
rd

 to 7
th

.  The Stockholm exhibition will feature not only 

Zanat’s exquisite furniture, but also an exhibition of artistic photography on their carving technique 

(nominated this year for UNESCO World Cultural Heritage List) as well as other Bosnian cultural  
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heritage.  Exhibitions at both fairs will feature members of the Niksic family of wood carvers, who can 

discuss their craft and traditions, as well as members of the design team, and of course the incredible 

products they have created for this line, three of which were awarded the prestigious Interior Innovation 

Award. We are more than happy to speak with members of the media, especially those who are 

interested in unifying high-end modernist design with craftsmanship, environmental sustainability, 

inclusive economic growth, fair trade practices, and the feel good story of a company helping to rebuild 

and strengthen a country with a nearly 30% unemployment rate in a still-fragile part of the world. 

For further information, please contact us at press@zanat.org.  We have a full press kit including 

company history, designer profiles, product descriptions, and photos available for your reference. 

 


